
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eta Upsilon Chapter, UC Irvine 

On February 17, the Eta Upsilon Chapter, 
in cooperation with ASUCI, funded and 
organized an alcohol awareness seminar 
more commonly known to our Brothers as 
the Sam Spady Philanthropy.  Weeks of 
planning went into the seminar that was 
attended by many upper level 
Administrators, UCI Greek advisors, UCI 
police department representatives, as well 
as numerous other UCI Fraternities and 
Sororities.   

Most importantly, the Chapter brought 
Mrs. Patty Spady, SamÕs mother, to UCI 
so that she could tell the Greek community 
on campus about her daughter and her 
untimely passing due to alcohol.  Mrs. 
Spady displayed numerous pieces of her 

Sam Spady Philanthropy  

Sigma Pi News 

Rush the Best! 
A highlight of this 2009-10 school year 
was undoubtedly the Chapters dedication 
to RUSH.  It is known well by our Brothers 
that rush truly is the life-blood of the 
Chapter, and for that very reason we are 
proud to announce not only a RECORD 
SETTING FALL RUSH but also great 
success during winter and spring. 
However, unlike many other chapters, we 
have designed a rush program by 
instituting a Rush Task Force that allows 
us to maintain our ÒRush the Best, Forget 
the RestÓ motto.   

Our Fall class, Alpha Epsilon, crossed 
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daughterÕs artwork as she told the 
audience about what a beautiful and 
energetic girl her daughter was.  A 
DVD was shown that summarized the 
tragic story and left a serious 
message to the UCI community about 
the dangers of alcohol.  Eta Upsilon is 
grateful to the Spady family for 
sharing their story with all of us. 

The UCI Police Department also sent 
two officers to speak during the 
seminar to outline steps that can be 
taken to stay safe around alcohol and 
to outline several of their programs 
instituted to make the college 
experience one that can remain safe 
for all of us. 

 

  

nearly 30 new members, all energetic 
and excited about making the 
Fraternity better.  In fact, many AE 
Brothers are poised to take key 
leadership positions as second years! 
To achieve this kind of success, our 
Rush Chairs have designed Rush 
events that both Rushees and the 
Active Brothers can enjoy.  Some of 
the Favorites were Brotherhood 
Boxing, Broomball, and of course the 
end of Rush Week Bid Party.  All in 
all, the Active Brothers are excited 
and focused on FALL RUSH 2010!!! 
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BROTHERHOOD BOXING: 
FALL RUSH 2009 
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Our Executive Council elections are 
always a long and arduous process but 
our extended conversations simply 
show how invested our Brothers are in 
the chapter as a whole.  Running for 
his second term as Sage, Griffin 
Conway was elected to lead our 
chapter once again through its 
deliberations.  His success during the 
first term gives our Brothers confidence 

Executive Council Elections 

Anyone who has been to UCI knows that 
any time that you arenÕt in class, you 
should be in Newport.  Whether itÕs the 
bar scene, the night life, the beach, or 
the weather, everything is better when 
youÕre in Newps.  This year, we had a 

The Newport Life 

The Chapter was very busy this year participating in 
numerous campuswide philanthropies as well as our own 
Sam Spady event.  Early in the year, Brothers Ian Worden 
and Ronnie Arenas participated in Alpha PhiÕs annual 
Philanthropy and won the entire event to gain the title of 
Alpha PhiÕs HeartThrob 2009-10!  Both guys put a lot of 
work in and showed the rest of the Greek community that 
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Griffin Conway, 
President  

with Mrs. Spady 

  

that he can keep us on the right track. 
Kedar Tilak was elected Second 
Counselor and was also a previous 
Executive Council member.  Following 
him was Micah Tarrel as Third Counselor 
and Timmy Cowell as Fourth Conselor. 
Two new Executive Council members 
were also elected: Ian Worden as First 
Counselor and Abeer Ali as Herald. 
 

  

large amount of events often pertaining 
to Rush, Pledgeship, or just the 
occasional weekend celebration at our 
WATERFRONT HOUSES.  Ask any one 
of the Active Brothers and he will tell you 
a story about the Newport lifeÉ 

  

Sigma PiÕs are studs.  Also, the Chapter 
as a whole competed in the week-long 
Greek Week Philanthropy in competition 
against all other Greek organizations at 
UCI.  Finally, a group of 8 Brothers 
paired with a Sorority to compete in 
SONGFEST, the All Greek philanthropy. 
The cast preformed a 12 minute excerpt 
from the musical Hair and looked great 
on stage.  We are very proud of the 
Chapter for taking time and effort to give 
back to the community and many 
worthwhile organizations.  
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Despite the great successes we have 
celebrated as a Chapter this year, our 
Brothers were shocked to hear of the 
passing of one of our beloved friends 
and Brother, Raphael Nunez.  Ralph was 
loved by all and he lived his life to the 
fullest every day that we had with him. 
He pledged Fall quarter of 2009 and 
crossed as a member of Alpha Epsilon 
pledge class.   

Remembering Ralph has proven to be 
easy not because it is any less painful, 
but because he was always was the life 
of any Fraternity event.  He brought a 
kind of energy to everyone that was 
around him, which made him a great 
friend and brother to have.  Ralph was 
also a great student and athlete.  His 
experiences in the UCI Rugby club made 
Ralph a friend to more than just his 
Brothers, he was a friend to all who met 
him.   

Remembering Our Brother  

Throughout the year, most of the 
Chapter events are open to Alumni, 
however there are a few that are 
designed specifically for Alumni 
involvement.  Early in the year we hosted 
the Alumni Football game where the 
undergrad team challenged a team of 
new and old Alums.  It was an intense 
game, however the chapter was 
disappointed by its eventual fall to the 
Alumni team.  The undergrads will be on 
top next year though!   

Another Alumni invitational event hosted 
by the Chapter was the Founders Day 
Luncheon held at the Corner Office Bar 
& Grill.  We had a really good showing of 
both Undergrads and Alumni while we 
snacked on BBQ wings and discussed 

Alumni Events 
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In an effort to remember Ralph, our 
Chapter organized an All-Campus 
Memorial held in the Arroyo Vista 
housing complex and invitations were 
sent to anyone who knew Ralph.  The 
night of the Memorial we were all 
shocked to observe nearly 400 people in 
attendance all with a story or memory to 
share about their time with Ralph.  The 
experience was extremely moving for our 
Chapter and really spoke to the quality of 
the UCI Greek system in one Chapters 
time of need.  Services were held later in 
the week that all Brothers attended out of 
respect for Ralph and his family. 

We were all deeply saddened by his 
untimely passing, however, Ralph lived 
his life in a way that made one value the 
time we have together.  In remembrance 
of Ralph we will strive to live the way he 
did.  We love you, Brother. 

  
Chapter history and shared stories.  We 
are hoping to make it an even bigger 
event next year. 

Finally, one of the most important and 
influential Alumni events that the Chapter 
hosts is the Rush Event known as the 
Alumni Career Night.  All Alumni are 
invited to share knowledge about the real 
world and tell Rushees about the positive 
connections they made in the Fraternity 
and how it affected them outside of 
school.  Having talked to Brothers after 
they cross, we have found that this event 
is one of the most important rush tools 
we have.  We are also trying to make this 
a much bigger event in the Fall. 

 

 

 

Both teams after the 
Alumni Football Game 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This years Orchid Ball was, by one 
BrotherÕs recollections, ÒTHE MOST 
RIDICULOUSLY FUN TRIP IÕVE EVER 
TAKEN!Ó  And he definitely wasnÕt lying.  
A group of nearly 60 Bros and dates took 
over the Luxor Hotel inside and out.  
Days consisted of chilling by the pool 
with the girls and nights were a blur of 
VIP access and bottle service.  However, 
to truly get a feel for OBALL Õ09, you are 
going to have to ask an Active Brother 
about the trip.  What happens at 
OBallÉStays at OBallÉ  

 

 I hope this newsletter finds you in the best of health and happiness. Although we 
do not all come from the same generation of Sigma Pi we share many commonalities 
that unite us. I would like to take a moment to thank all of you that have remained 
involved and helped ensure prosperity of the undergraduate body. The major leaps and 
bounds that have been made in the last year show how continued involvement of alumni 
can guide and inspire the undergraduates to seek success. More than ever the 
undergraduate body is composed of a larger number of individuals that embody the 
highest standards of brotherhood, scholarship and ethics. With our continued guidance  
I am confident that the undergraduates will continue to make progress in becoming the 
#1 Greek Organization at UCI.   
 
Below is a short list of the major responsibilities of the Alumni Association per annum.   
1) Communication of alumni / undergraduate news  
2) Host Annual Founders Day Luncheon  
3) Host Annual Alumni vs Undergraduate Superbowl  
4) Participate Annual Sigma Pi World Series  
5) Increase the value of undergraduate membership.     
 -Three $300 Scholarships     
 -Three alumni career nights / year    
 
I would like to ask every one of you to help contribute to the future success of Sigma Pi 
of UCI. Whether your commitment comes in the form of a monetary donation to fund the 
various events that we hold, or your participation, it is much appreciated. A few other 
Alumni and myself will continue to keep you informed of upcoming events. Please let us 
know if you or any other Alumni are not connected with the Alumni Association via the 
Alumni Google Group or Facebook group. Thank you again to everybody that continues 
to be involved in making the undergraduate experience of today's and future Sigma Pi 
the best that it can be.   
  
Taylor Lapsys  916.847.9417 taylorlapsys@gmail.com  
 

Eta Upsilon 
Chapter, UC Irvine 

UNDERGRAD CONTACT: 
 
Ian Worden, 1st Counselor 
(916) 367-9117 
iworden@uci.edu 
 
ALUMNI CONTACT: 
 
Taylor Lapsys 
(916) 847-9417 
taylorlapsys@gmail.com 

A Fellowship of 
Kindred MindsÉ  

Check out the Website: 
 

     UCISigmaPi.org 

  
OBALL 2009!!! 

Message from the Alumni Association  

 

  

  
 


